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FAITH THAT WORKS

I'm hypocritical  because what I say doesn't match what I do.

[Jesus said,] "Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect."
 Matthew 5:48

THE PART WE KNOW BEST
What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have 

faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 
15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 

16 If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well 
fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 

17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, 
is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”  

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my 
faith by what I do. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! 

Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 20 You foolish man, 
do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was not 

our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when 
he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his 

actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by 
what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 

believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was 
called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is justified by what he does 

and not by faith alone. 25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the 
prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave

 lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 
26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

James 2:14-26

THREE PICTURES

TWO GATES
"Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the 

road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small 
is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it." 

Matthew 7:13-14

A TREE AND ITS FRUIT 
 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, 

but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will 
recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, 

or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, 
but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, 

and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 
21 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of 
my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day,

 ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name 
drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will 

tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’" 
Matthew 7:15-23

THE WISE AND FOOLISH BUILDERS 
"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them 

into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and

 beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its 
foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these 

words of mine and does not put them into practice 
is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 

27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 

28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, 
the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 

29 because he taught as one who had authority, 
and not as their teachers of the law."

Matthew 7:24-29

A LOOK IN THE MIRROR
Wherever you are on your journey,

take a step to know and become like Jesus.

 

NEXT STEPS
For further study:
40 Days In The Word workbook
Bible Study Methods by Rick Warren (available at JW bookstore)


